FORM G
2012 Special Olympics Award Nomination Form
Special Olympics South Dakota would like to recognize outstanding individuals and groups within our State.  Award nominations are open to athletes, family members, coaches, volunteers, business organizations, radio stations, television stations, and newspapers.  Please help us honor those who have dedicated countless hours and resources to Special Olympics South Dakota by submitting your nominations.

AWARD CATEGORIES ARE:

Athlete Of The Year Award:  Presented to the Special Olympics athlete who has demonstrated the true spirit, courage, sharing, and joy of Special Olympics.  The nominated Special Olympian must have attended at least one competition during the year.  Each nomination will be reviewed for individual effort, enthusiasm, sportsmanship, and achievement.

Don Baker Award:  The “Don Baker Award” is the highest honor presented by Special Olympics South Dakota.  It is given in honor of Don Baker who was a volunteer and official starter for Special Olympics events for many years.  The award is given annually to an individual, organization, business, or agency that has given outstanding support to Special Olympics South Dakota.

Family Of The Year:  Presented to family member(s) – including parent(s); group home parent(s); brother(s); sister(s); etc. who have demonstrated unique and outstanding support of Special Olympics athlete(s), have fostered the athlete’s physical and personal development through their participation in Special Olympics, and have demonstrated outstanding support for Special Olympics.  Each nomination will be reviewed for the effort, enthusiasm, and support shown for the athlete.

Outstanding Coach (Ron Stewart Award):  Presented to a Special Olympics Coach who best demonstrates a high degree of technical skill and personal commitment to their program.  Criteria for selection include training, enthusiasm, attendance at competitions and the amount of effort put into coaching.

Volunteer Of The Year (Lyle Farrand Award):  Presented to the person who has exhibited the best example of voluntary action to improve the quality of Special Olympics.  The nominee should have provided a full year of service to Special Olympics.  Members of local programs, area committees and the State Board of Directors may be nominated.  Length of service and the quality and amount of participation in SO will be used as selection criteria. 

Champion Award (DJ Mertens Award):  Presented to any business, organization, or media outlet which has made a major contribution to Special Olympics South Dakota.
	1. Only one nomination per form.  Please copy for each additional nomination.

2. Feel free to include letters of support, press clippings, or any other materials that you believe will be helpful to the Awards Selection Committee.

3. Winner will be notified via mail.

4. The Awards Selection Committee reserves the right not to present every award.

5. Mail or E-mail this form to SOSD by May 24, 2012.
	SOSD

800 E. I-90 Lane
Sioux Falls, SD  57104
jthum@sosd.org
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