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SPECIAL OLYMPICS SOUTH DAKOTA 

 

Contact Us  
800 E. I-90 Lane 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104 
1.800.585.2114 or 1.605.331.4117 

Fax:  1.605.331.4328 
www.sosd.org 

 

State Staff  
Darryl Nordquist 
President/CEO 

 

Melanie Frosch  
Sports Director  

 

Johna Thum  
Special Events Director  

 

Todd Bradwisch 
Torch Run Liaison 

 

Katie OôBrien 
Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Twila Hansen 
Office Manager  

 

John McHale 
Sports Assistant 

 

Kelsey Messerschmidt 
Assistant Torch Run Liaison 

 

Chad VanderPoel 
Assistant Sports Director  

 

Board of Directors  
Myles Kennedy - Spearfish (Chair)  

Dr. Mark Harlow - Rapid City (V Chair) 

Abby OôHara - Sioux Falls (Sec)  

Bob Arnold - Sioux Falls (Treas) 

Wendy Addington - Spearfish 

Thomas Brude - Sioux Falls  

Bill Clucas - Rapid City 

Sam Engebretson - Sioux Falls 

Bo Ivers - Brookings 

Maynard Konechne - Kimball  

Nick Kortan - Sioux Falls 

Jack Lynass - Rapid City 

Tim McCarthy - Coleman 

Jeff Miller - Brookings 

Duane Popham - Watertown 

Carl Rapp - Sioux Falls 

Dawn Ruhlman - Brookings 

Steve Schacht - Rapid City 

Ron Stewart - Rapid City 

Julie Williams - Gettysburg 
 

TORCH Editor  
Johna Thum - Special Events Director 

 

Created by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.  
Foundation Authorized and Accredited 

by Special Olympics International  
for the Benefit of Citizens with  

Intellectual Disabilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( t takes teamwork, effort and commitment to 
move mountains, but when these things come 
together, wonderful things can be achieved.  

And wonderful things are happening daily at 
SOSD, thanks to our amazing athletes, family 
members, volunteers, donors, board and staff.   
 

My appreciation for you can not be measured or 
over stated.  So from the bottom of my heart, 
THANK YOU to each and everyone of you for all 
you do! 
 
Darryl Nordquist, President /CEO 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day 

The 6th  annual Eunice Kennedy Shriver (EKS) Day, to be held  

on Saturday, September 26, 2015, will continue to celebrate the 

theme of "Play UniǪed to Live UniǪed. 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver Day is an annual celebration of her life and an invitation 

for everyone to "Play UniǪed to Live UniǪed!" This global call to action stems from 

Mrs. Shriver's teaching that on the playing Ǫeld, we forget about our diǨerences 

and recognize our mutual humanity. On EKS Day, we invite you to join us in playing 

uniǪed and teaching the world to live uniǪed. We are demonstrating Eunice Kenne-

dy Shriver's enduring vision by calling upon athletes, families and friends to come 

together in a day of inclusive sport and play. 
 

Visit www.eksday.org  and www.eunicekennedyshirver.org  to learn more.  

Welcome, Wendy Addington, to the SOSD Board of Director! 

http://www.eksday.org
http://www.eunicekennedyshirver.org
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A 
fter a six year absence, State 

Summer Games found their 

way back to Brookings and the 

campus of SDSU.   
 

These Games were our 47th annual 

and our largest to date, featuring 594 

registered athletes from 34 delega-

tions.   
 

A heartfelt ®THANK YOU¯  to all of our 

amazing volunteers and especially to 

the folks from SDSU who put in many, 

many hours to ensure the success of 

these Games.  You are greatly appreci-

ated! 

 Organizing Committee  

Co Games Directors  
Kristen Carlisle  

Jeff Hale  

Brad  Erickson 
Phil Hurley 

 Aquatics 

Steph Bebensee  Awards 

Jeff Holm  Competition Director 

Jeff Drietz  Facilities HPER 

Randy Soma  Facilities High School 

Brody Busho  Facilities SDSU 

Doris  Hornby  Hospitality 

Toby Uecker  Housing 

JoLee Frederiksen  Meals 

Marilyn Ruhlman  Medical 

Scott Nagy  Pentathlon 

Nate Moe 
Eric Adolph 

Adam Parsons 

 Powerlifting 

Shari  Landmark  Race Walk 

Steven VanderPoel  Running Long Jump 

Christina Thurston  Secretary 

Michelle Carter  Shot Put 

Lang Wedemeyer 
Brock Thompson 

 Soccer/Skills 

Krista  Wood  Softball Throw 

Mark Venhuizen  Special Events 

John Stiegelmeier  Standing Long Jump 

Dick Benning  Starter 

Michael Engdahl  Tennis Ball Throw 

Le Ann Barduson 
Jay Larsen 

 Track 

Hailey Cowles 
Holly Hafemeyer 

 Volleyball 

Bridgit Burghardt  Volunteers 

   

 
Thank you to our Star Wars friends, 
Strider Bike folks and our Healthy Ath-
lete Clinicians for your time and tal-
�H�Q�W�V�«���Z�H���Y�H�U�\���P�X�F�K���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���\�R�X�� 

INSIDE THE NUMBERS 
 

Total Registered Athletes:  594 

Total Delegations:  34 

Aquatics:  231 

Athletics:  528 

Powerlifting:  48 

Race Walking: 68 

Soccer (Skills):  42 

Soccer (Team): 75 

Volleyball:  49 


