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In 2012, Special Olympics, Inc. (SOI) launched a brand refresh.  These new rules 

are not optional and have been mandated by SOI. 

The following information is specific to sub-programs (local programs).  The en-

tire Special Olympics Brand Identity Guidelines document can be found at: 

http://Resources.SpecialOlympics.org/brand.aspx 

 
Special Olympics South Dakota is the Accredited Program name.  All of our 

logos are new!  Here are a few examples. 

 

All other programs or teams in South Dakota are called sub-programs.  The 

logos you have used in the past will be phased out by the end of 2015.   

All NEW uniforms, t-shirts, banners, etc. must be made using the guidelines 

spelled out in this document beginning immediately.   

 

With these new rules, you may want to think about coming up with perma-

nent names for your sub programs.  For example, If you are a sub-program 

with multiple teams, you could be known as the Rough Riders. This would 

be the name inside your shield. Your individual team names could then be 

complimentary, such as Bulls, Broncos, Cowboys, Ropers, Wranglers, etc. 

You could also choose a name and a symbol (such as Sharks) then refer to 

your individual teams as Sharks #1, Sharks #2 or Sharks Green and Sharks 

Black. 

The transition to these new logo standards must be 

completed by the end of 2015.  Once again, these 

changes are not optional and have been mandated by 

SOI. 

Contact Johna at the state office with questions or con-

cerns.  Thanks! 
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ALL UNIFORMS 
-No advertisement or sponsor names can appear on any uniform. 
-Sponsor information can appear on warm-ups.   
-All team uniforms must be alike in color, trim, and style. 
-Numbers of contrasting color must be worn. 
-No two members of the same team can wear the same number. 
 

SOCCER 
-Numbers must be worn on the back of the jersey/shirt and must be between 10” to 14” tall. 
-Numbers must be worn on the front of the jersey/shirt and must be between 4” to 6”. 
-Numbers can be worn on the front of the short and must be between 4” to 6”. 
-Numbers between 00 to 99 can be used. 
 

BASKETBALL 

-Numbers must be worn on the back of the jersey/shirt and must be at least 6” tall.  
-Numbers must be worn on the front of the jersey/shirt and must be at least 4” tall.   
-The ONLY numbers allowed are:  
1,2,3,4,00,11,12,13,14,15,20,21,22,23,24,25,30,31,32,33,34,35,40,41,42,43,44,45, 
50,51,52,53,54,55  
  
SOFTBALL  
-Numbers must be worn on the back of the jersey/shirt and must be at least 6” tall.  
-Numbers between 00 to 99 can be used. 
 

A shield format must be used on uniforms when numbering is required on the front and 

back.  This includes uniforms used for basketball and soccer.  Since a number on the 

front isn’t required for softball, you can either use a shield or the larger graphic that is 

depicted on page 4. 

 The shield can be created in two colors. 

 It can also be created in a single color. 

 
The shield shall be placed as shown.  recommended height  is 100 mm or  

approximately 4”. 

When creating a shield, a variety of approaches can be taken. 

 A simple symbol or illustration that relates to your name or location. 

 A monogram in a bold robust style. 

The color of your shirts, typestyle and logo is at your discretion. 

 
Special Olympics South Dakota must always appear in conjunction with your team 

identifying information. 

Front 

Back 

M I TC H E L L  

B O M B E R S  
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M I TC H E L L  
B O M B E R S  

-This shirt design can be used for sports that do not require numbers, warm-ups, or spirit wear. 

 

When creating shirts for sub-programs, 

clubs or teams, a lock-up can be used that 

gives primacy to the actual team name.  

This acknowledges the importance of local 

teams within Special Olympics and facili-

tates the creation of distinct team identi-

ties for games within a program. 

 

 

The name of the team has primacy on 

the shirt ensuring team or club recogni-

tion between competing teams.  The 

choice of typeface and design of this 

element is at the discretion of the pro-

gram. 

 

The name of the Accredited Program 

(South Dakota) to which the sub-

program, team or club is affiliated is set 

in all capitals Ubuntu Bold as illustrated 

here. 

 
The Special Olympics symbol is cen-

tered beneath the program name. 

 

The color, typestyle or motif created for 

each team reflects the local identity of 

the club or team while clearly identifying 

the club or team as being within the Spe-

cial Olympics Accredited Program. 



 5 

 

For uniforms with no numbers or numbers on the back 
only, use a design such as this.  You can’t wear this 
style for basketball or soccer. 

 

The words “SPECIAL 

OLYMPICS” must be set in 

all capitals Ubuntu Bold. 

Any color is acceptable. 

The symbol can ONLY appear in white, black, red or gray 

Front 

Back 
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For numbers on both the front and back, use a design 

such as this.  This style works for all sports. 

Front 

Front 

Front 

Back 

Back 
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“Let me win. 

But if I cannot win, 

Let me be brave in the attempt.” 

This is a sample of a well designed spirit wear shirt.  
This can be used for certain competitions (bowling) or 
worn by coaches and parents.  The SOSD logo must 
appear in conjunction with any sub program identifiers. 

Front 

Back 
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 You MUST use the dynamic curve in a style shown. 

 A SOSD logo MUST appear on the banner as shown. 

 The font and colors you use to identify your sub-program are at your discretion. 
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The Special Olympics primary color palette consists of Special Olympics 

Red and Special Olympics Grey.  This is the color combination that we 

wish to be associated with.  These two colors are supported by Black, Bis-

cuit and White for core applications of the  brand visual identity such as 

stationary and signage. 
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Ubuntu has been chosen for its 

clarity and accessibility both in print and 

on screen.  It is available in a range of 

weights and styles. 

 

 

 

Ubuntu is available as a free 

Mac or PC download at font.ubuntu.com 

 

 

 

If using Ubuntu typefaces with-

in Microsoft Office documents (Word/

Powerpoint) please note that these docu-

ments should only be shared with third 

parties or members of the public in PDF 

format.  Otherwise, Arial should be used 

in place of Ubuntu.  Arial is available as 

standard on all PC and Mac computers. 
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The Dynamic Curve is a graphic device that can be used to give 

our communications a recognizable house style. The curve device 

also protects the mark from other graphic elements on the page 

giving our core identifier greater standout and recognition. 

You will soon see our program publications sporting this design.  

You are encouraged to do the same. 
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Newsletters can be created in Mi-

crosoft Word using the curve device 

to create the masthead.  Newsletters 

of this nature usually exist at a local 

or sub-program level.  Notice how 

the sub-program is recognized in the 

messaging and not in the mark.  The 

mark is used to endorse the commu-

nication as being part of the Accred-

ited Program 

 

 

This masthead has been designed 

without bleed so it can be printed 

on a desk-top printer form MS 

Word. 

 

Note how the local community or 

sub-program are acknowledged 

within the name of the newsletter 

and not the mark.  This gives ap-

propriate emphasis on the local 

community. 

 

Note the use of bold sub-headings 

and pull-out quotes to help the 

reader engage with the content. 

 
Local contact details are included 

in the footer. 
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When letterheads are required for sub-

programs they can be recognized as illus-

trated. 

 

Sub-program name is set in 10.5pt Ub-

untu Regular, SO Red. 

Note that the sub-program name aligns 

with the baseline of the Special Olympics 

logotype and the left margin of the body 

text. 

 

The address can be of the sub-program, 

but the header must be that of the accred-

ited program. 

Note also how the directors are not includ-

ed on the sub-program letterhead.   

The accreditation line should still be used. 

 
Envelopes should be designed in the style  

shown here. 
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