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Special Olympics is committed to the highest ideals of sport and expects all athletes to honor
sports and Special Olympics. All Special Olympics athletes and Unified Sports Partners are ex-
pected to observe the following code:

Sportsmanship

« I will practice good sportsmanship.

o I will act in ways that bring respect to me, my coaches, my team and Special Olympics.
o I will not use bad language.

o I will not swear or insult other persons.

« I will not fight with other athletes, coaches, volunteers, or staff.

Training and Competition

o I will train regularly.

o I will learn and follow the rules of my sport.

« I will listen to my coaches and the officials and ask questions when I do not understand.

« I will always try my best during training, divisioning, and competitions.

« I will not “hold back” in preliminary competition just to get into an easier finals competition
division.

Responsibility for My Actions

« I will not make inappropriate or unwanted physical, verbal, or sexual advances on others.

o I will not smoke in hon-smoking areas.

« I will not drink alcohol or use illegal drugs at Special Olympics events.

o I will not take drugs for the purpose of improving my performance.

o I will obey all local, state, and federal laws.

« I will obey all Special Olympics rules, International Federation rules, and National Federation/
Governing Body rules for my sport(s).

I understand that if I do not obey this Code of Conduct, I will be subject to a range of conse-
quences by my Program or a Games Organizing Committee for a World Games, up to and includ-
ing not being allowed to participate.
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Breeching the Athlete Code of Conduct

You, as a Special Olympics athlete or unified partner, are a direct reflection of the philosophy of
Special Olympics. You are representing your team, your school, your community, and Special
Olympics South Dakota. If you should breech your Athlete Code of Conduct, you could be sub-
ject to disciplinary action.

Suspension

If the Code of Conduct is breeched, an athlete can be suspended from participation in Special
Olympics by either their Delegation or the State Program. The suspension documentation should
include:

1. Description of the incident

2. Description of the disciplinary action (including length of disciplinary action)

3. Description of the reinstatement rules (if applicable)

Reinstatement

When the terms of the suspension have been met, the Athlete can request a reinstatement re-
view by submitting a written request to either their Delegation leadership or the State Program.
This should be the same entity that authored the suspension.

Suspension Review

Results of the Suspension Review could range from the suspension being lifted, modifications to
the suspension, or continuing the suspension as originally written. These results are expected to
be communicated in a timely manner. Disciplinary actions will be handed down on a case-by-case
basis.
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