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Rapid City



Event Host

Rapid City Sports Commission

Umpire-In-Chief

Denny Thompson

Brett Distel

Games Organizing 

Committee

Jason Alley

Jamie Davey 

Nick Davis

Yvette Lassegard

Domico Rodriguez 

Steve Schacht

Danette Schille

Medical Team

Jynna Bartscher

Jeryann Coyle

Jill Maliske

Thank You, Volunteers!

Moose Lodge

Rapid City Stevens Softball

Coaches & Families

All Other Games Volunteers

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
Star of the West

Saturday, September 19 - Softball

8:00a - 8:30a Delegation Check-In

8:30a Volunteer Check-In & Training

9:00a - 4:30p Tournament Games

10:00a Softball Skills Contest

9:00a - 3:00p Souvenirs Available

9:00a - 3:00p Monument Health Blood Pressure Clinic

11:00a - 1:00p *Lunch Available 

5:00p - 7:00p Dinner - Black Hills Works Gym

5:30p - 8:30p Dance - Black Hills Works Gym

6:00p Athlete Leadership Council

Sunday, September 20 - Softball

9:00a - 3:00p Tournament Games Continue

9:00a - 2:00p Souvenirs Available

9:00a - 2:00p Monument Health Blood Pressure Clinic

11:00a - 1:00p *Lunch Available

* Registered athletes, coaches & chaperones only
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Tournament Schedule

Sunday, September 20
Time Field 1 Field 2 Field 3 Field 4 Field 5 Field 6

9
AM

Yankton 
Enforcers 

vs.
Pierre Wildcats B

Fireworks Wildcats
 vs.

Storm Lightning
#1

Hub City Express
vs.

Lancers Knights

Fireworks Poppers 
vs.

Lancers Warriors

UM1&2: 
#2 Seed

 vs. 
#3 Seed

UM3: 
#2 Seed

vs. 
#3 Seed

10
AM Watertown #2 

vs. 
Flame Silver

Storm Blizzard #1
 vs.

Fireworks
Rockets

Yankton 
Base Invaders 

vs. 
Watertown #1

Mitchell Tigers 
vs. 

Spearfish Peaks 
Traditional

UM 1&2: 
#1 Seed 

vs. 
#4 Seed

UM 3: 
#1 Seed

vs. 
#4 Seed

11
AM

Yankton Enforcers
vs. 

Fireworks 
Explosion

Fireworks Wildcats 
vs.

Mitchell Kernels

Fireworks Pyrobombs
vs. 

Hub City Express

Pierre Wildcats A 
vs.

Fireworks Poppers

UM2: 
1st 
vs. 

2nd

UM3: 
3rd/4th 

Place Game

12
AM

Watertown #2 
vs. 

Storm
Lightning #2

Storm Blizzard #2 
vs.

Fireworks
Rockets

Watertown #1 
vs. 

Lancers Knights

Spearfish Peaks 
Traditional 

vs. 
Lancers Warriors

UM1: 
1st 
vs. 

2nd

UM3: 
1st/2nd 

Place Game

1
PM

Pierre Wildcats B
vs.

Fireworks Explosion

Storm Lightning #1
vs.

Mitchell Kernals

Yankton 
Base Invaders 

vs. 
Fireworks Pyrobombs

Mitchell Tigers 
vs. 

Pierre Wildcats A

2
PM

Flames Silver
vs.

Storm Lightning #2

Storm Blizzard #2
 vs. 

Storm Blizzard #1

Saturday, September 19
Time Field 1 Field 2 Field 3 Field 4 Field 5 Field 6

9
AM

Fireworks
Explosion 

vs.
Yankton

Enforcers

Mitchell Kernels 
vs.

 Fireworks Wildcats

Fireworks 
Pyrobombs 

vs. 
Watertown #1

Pierre Wildcats A
vs.

Spearfish Peaks 
Traditional

Flame Black
vs.

 RC Riptide

Flame Orange
vs. 

Flame Gold

10
AM

Storm 
Lightning #2

vs.
Watertown #2

Storm Blizzard #1 
vs.

Fireworks
Rockets

Hub City Express
vs. 

Yankton
Base Invaders

Fireworks Poppers 
vs. 

Mitchell Tigers

Mitchell Unified
 vs.

Fireworks Parachutes

Peaks Unified
vs. 

BHSSC
Twisters

11
AM

Pierre Wildcats B
vs.

Yankton Enforcers

Storm Lightning #1 
vs.

Fireworks Wildcats

Lancers Knights
vs. 

Fireworks
Pyrobombs

Lancers Warriors
vs.

Pierre Wildcats A

Mitchell Unified
vs. 

RC Riptide

Flame Orange
vs.

Peaks Unified

12
AM

Flame Silver
vs. 

Watertown #2

Storm Blizzard #2
vs.

Fireworks Rockets

Watertown #1
vs. 

Hub City Express

Spearfish Peaks 
Traditional

vs.
Fireworks Poppers

Flame Black
vs. 

Fireworks
Parachutes

Flame Gold
vs. 

BHSSC
Twisters

1
PM

Pierre Wildcats B
vs.

Fireworks Explosion

Storm Lightning #1
vs.

Mitchell Kernals

Yankton 
Base Invaders

vs.
Lancers Knights

Mitchell Tigers
vs

Lancers Warriors

2
PM

Flames Silver
vs.

Storm Lightning #2

Storm Blizzard #2
vs.

Storm Blizzard #1

Softball Skills Field 8  10am – 12pm
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Team Rosters
Coach Pitch

Mitchell Kernels 
Archambeau, Tom
Batista, Liam
Fuoss-Dickson, Christina
Hieb, Brent
Jonas, Ethan
Kostal, Ben
Lehrman, Behn
Patterson, Jason
Patterson, Neveah
Sampson, Caitlyn
Spanos, Micah
Sundermann, Alyssa
Vobr, Tiffany
Ward, Chase
C: Mary Hieb
C: Beth Sampson

Pierre Wildcats B
Bassett, Dalton
Blumhardt, Leon
Davis, Spencer
Haskell, David
Hodgson, John
Hufford, Carolyn
Johnson, Bennett
Korber, Tristan
Masur, Kelsey
Pfeifer, Charlene
Sowards, Chaston
Theobald, Grady
White Calf, Lucas
C: Brandon Johnson
C: Shandi Walsworth

Rapid City Flame Silver
Albers, Aksel
Coyle, Peighton
Gorisek, Serenity
Heriger, Kylee
Knutsen, Kai
Matthiessen, Ian
Milbrandt, Chase
Nichols, Katelyn
O'Reilly, Benjamin
Rasmussen, Deborah
Sabrowski, Patrick
Siers, Kenyon
Trojanowski, Ryan
C: Ole Lassegard
C: Joe Sabrowski

Rapid City Storm 
Lightning #1
Hammer, Shannon
Hill, Benjamin
Kopp, Edward
Lewison, Shane
Messer, Carrie
Neff, Sierra
Nichols, Robert
Roan Eagle, Cynthia
Romero, Dakota
Schofield, Jackie
Spotted Elk, Dabian
Warner, Elizabeth
C: Kelly Stevens
C: John Fye
C: Jim Neff

Rapid City Storm 
Lightning #2
Boorman, Alexandria
Flannery, Alyssa
Gale, John
Hein, Gordon
Hunt, Chadwick
Krick, Stefanie
LeRoy Jr, Eugene
McMullin, Andrew
Richmond, Melissa
Rogers, Clifford
Rollins, Bronco
Schreiber, Courtney
Voigt, Christina
C: Kodie Brown
C: Brookley Gjerst

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Explosion
Anderson, Matthew
Geer, Korey
Goehring, Eric
Goeken, Doug
Harnisch, Kendra
Learing, Emily
Martinez, Selena
Schlosser, Grady
Thinnes, Gregory
WoundedKnee, Werdna
C: Tad Matthies
C: Larry Anderson

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Wildcats
Carmody, Matt
Farabee, Lacey
Groft, ElizabethHight, Toby
Hilla, Curtis
Kallhoff, Micah
Leonhardt, Zane
Newman, Krystle
Schmitt, Brenda
Smith, Letitia
Volk, Gabby
VonAswege, Shawna
C: Anthony Leonhardt
C: EmmaLeigh Leonhardt

Watertown Team 2 
Berglund, Theodore
Engels, Hudson
Kelliher, Chelsea
LaFramboise, Buddy
Migge, Cassie
Namken, Deidre
Prohl, Shawn
Sangl, John
Soucy, Mariah
Stohr, Allen
Thompson, Alicia
York, Michael
C: CeCe Soucy
C: Miranda Breitag
C: Janet York

Yankton Enforcers
Becker, Thomas
Cuka, Westin
Fertig, Bentley
Haberman, Darrin
Hamm, Alexis
Hauck, Shawn
Hebda, Nathan
Huber, Grant
Janssen, Kaleigh
Meeker, Christopher
Mehlhaff, Jeremy
Oleson, Shawn
Taggart, Alisha
Van Olson, Joyce
VanDemark, Crystal
Wemhoff, Ashley
C: Kelly Fertig
C: Nathan List

Slow Pitch

Aberdeen Hub City Express
Barke, Cole
Bosch, Matthew
Carda, Tate
Hayes, Trevor
Hirschkorn, Skylar
Leddy, Lucas
Pagel, Skylar
Rivera, Corey
St Martin, Anthony
Weigel, Victor
C: Sea Atwood
C: Triston Liedolt

Mitchell Tigers
Ames, Ian
Clarambeau, Kyle
Cohu, Michael
Collins, Ryan
Heckenliable, Chris
Hubers, Brandon
Kayser, Max
Pederson, Bret
Pugh, Tina
Remme, Dailey
Semmler, Angie
Silva, Tony
Wolff, Brandon
C: Phil Collins
C: Mark Sampson

Pierre Wildcats A
Cerney, Caleb
Davis, Caleb
Ekle, Jonathan
Goslau, Larry
Kiyukan, Dayshawn
Miles, Colton
Steely, Anthony
Steely, Chad
Weitschat, Jessica
Weitschat, Jonathan
Wheeler, Jacob
C: Jody Clarambeau
C: Tarrah Peterson
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Rapid City Storm Blizzard #1
Blauvelt, Matthew
Boheman-Gehl, Manika
Castongauy, Steven
Harmon, David
Henschel, Freida
Kopp, Tim
Moler, Kelly
Reynolds, Russell
Schroeder, Scott
Thomason, Dylan
Whipple, Michael
Wright, Troy
C: Sarah Blaeser
C: Sam Boettcher
C: Alexys Schille

Rapid City Storm Blizzard #2
Brave, Doyle
Doran, Olivia
Fast Wolf, Justin
Gilbert, Joshua
Heeb, Cheyenne
Molitor, Todd
Rivett, Christopher
Shattuck, Brian
Shema, Gregory
Torgerson, Rick
Turner, Michael
Walker, Joshua
C: Michael Schille
C: Alexys Schille
C: Sarah Blaeser

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Poppers
Allen, Taylor
Bruce, Nathan
Clark, Ashley
Entwisle, Ted
Fischer, Jacob
Gosmire, Mike
Hilla, Chris
Lund, Nicholas
Pappas, Caden
Riter, Richard
Walker, Jessica
White lance, Thommy
C: Amy Hildebrand
C: Justin Haper

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Pyrobombs
Bechtold, Kelisha
Betancourt, Luis
Bevers, Zackary
Brandt, Mason
Bridges, David
DenHartog, Dustin
Hofwolt, William
Nelson, Wyatt
Nolmans, Stephanie
Schellhouse, Tim
Schnellbach, Michael
Smith, Derek 
C: Mark Bridges
C: Dan Ley

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Rockets
Akhwani, Ramsey
Atkins, Thomas (TJ)
Deelstra, Lincoln
Gustaf, Erin
Hope, Wyatt
Lewis, Saviar
Lommen, Morgann
Martinez, Christopher
Sandoval, Chana
Smith, Christopher
Talbott, Nikki
Thurman, Brooke
Twedt, Travis
C: Brian Talbott
C: Michael Twedt

Sioux Falls Lancers Knights
Andersen, Ashlyn
Anderson, Harris
Bymes, Colton
Forrest, Austin
Glover, Taydon
Humke, Cole
Humke, Zane
Klock, Jeffrey
Kouri, Brayden
Milliman, Camden
Osmanson, Christain
Ross, Hunter
VanStedum, Lydia
C: John VanStedum
C: Bryan Kouri

Sioux Falls Lancers Warriors
Benecke, Dana
Campbell, Cole
DeBoer, Devin
Estabrook, Erik

Faber, Blake
Gentile, Jason
Hairybird, James
Hermsen, Jakob
Ibis, Mari
Keiser, Christopher
Keiser, Jaren
Olson, Jordan
Pritchett, Dawson
Wells, Carter
C: Kim Kouri
C: Darin DeBoer

Spearfish Peaks Traditional
Alickson, Garet
Charlson, Colby
Fontenot, Stephen
Hamilton, Kole
Harwood, Frank (Taylor)
Jackson, Jared
McGaa, William
Merchen, Wade
Nelson, Jobe
Pelletier, Justin
Reinert, Lance
Rosales, KeeLee
West, Carla
C: Deb Alickson
C: Gary Alickson
C: Kelly Curtis

Watertown Team 1
Ays, Steven
Boerger, Lydia
Brandenburger, Austin
Buchanan, Donald
Close, Andrew
Fish, Jesse
Franken, Brandon
Geiszler, Cameron
Hansen, Carter
Jackson, Jacob
Neitzel, Jody
Ohman, Kadynce
Schaack, Jeffrey
Tetzlaff, Casey
C: Becky Egerstrom
C: Paul Schmig

Yankton Base Invaders
Anderson, Jacob
Anderson, Oliver
Buller, Zachary
Davey, Nolan
Duke, Kyle
Kirchner, Kayla

Rosenbaum, Justin
Ryan, James
Schrank, Troy
Sherman, Kaylee
Sherman, Keira
Svatos, Joselyn
Youngstrom, Lexie
C: James Duke
C: Kirk Hamm

Unified

Mitchell
Bultje, Jerimy UP
Fender, Trevor UP
Glanzer, Ryan UP
Goldammer, Scott
Hanten, Chad
Jensen, Mark UP
Jensen, Shana UP
Kelly, Anthony
Krouse, Aaron
Meyerink, Hunter
Nagel, Luke
Olson, Tyler UP
Svatos, Brad
Tarrell, Ryley UP
Weisser, Jenna UP
Wolff, Riley
C: Mary Hieb

Rapid City Flame Black
Ashley, Clare UP
Ashley, Piper
Gomez, Alejandro
Griffin, Cohen UP
Kokesh, Taylor UP
Lassegard, Aric
Lees, Thane UP
Leonard, Ruben
Rowcliffe, John
Steele, Jordan
Thompson, Treven
Trojanowski, Grayson UP
Woodward, Karole
C: Sherry Grismer
C: John Ashley
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Rapid City Flame Gold
Buss, Kelsey
Carlson, Jessica UP
Carlson, Keith UP
Dryden, MacKyala
Griffin, Deacon UP
Kohut, Michaela
Marruffo, Loriana
Miller, Nathaniel
Ott, Tyrel
Price, Zander
Reitzel, Austin
Zimmerman, London UP
Zimmerman, Zoe
C: Sherry Grismer
C: John Ashley
C: Jill Maliske

Rapid City Flame Orange 
Capper, Jenna UP
Carlson, Kacey
Colprit/Washington, DeSean UP
Dickerson, Nathaniel
Jesperson, Jazmyn
Keller, Shannon UP
Marling, Trevor
Rhodes, Justin
Roberts-Eller, Kasha UP
Sabrowski, Christopher UP
Smith, Bennett
Steele, Caleb
Steele, Cameron
Trainer, Brittany UP
Whitney, Addison
C: Sherry Grismer
C: Jill Maliske

Rapid City Riptide
Bultena, Christopher
Cirell, Ryan
Dauber, Ivy
Gallimore, Calvin UP
Gerry, Molly
Heavlin, Teri UP
Mikkelson, Mikenzie UP
Scharff, Nichole UP
Tanner, David
Templar, Correna
Virtue, Brian UP
Wright, Steve UP
C: Marissa Spencer
C: Bull Smith
C: Jackie Smith

Sioux Falls Fireworks 
Parachutes Unified
Barrett, Jonathan UP
Brower, Ryan UP
Davila, Javi
Hansen, Cort UP
Kocer, Michael UP
Lynn, Eathan UP
Petersen, Cortland
Pierce, Noah
Rabenberg, Shawn
Rapp, Chad
Schmidt, Justin UP
Schumacher, Nathan
Wentzel, Lee
C: Cody Brock

Spearfish Peaks Unified
Alan, Carissa UP
Alan, Dustin UP
Alan, Madalyn UP

Asheim, Robby
Bush, Jenny UP
Droppers, Searraha
Hines, Keoanna
Hoffman, Sarah
Johnston, Christian UP
Juelfs, Emma
Parsons, Carter
Pelletier, Jase UP
Smith, Carol
Ulmer, Breanna
Weeldreyer, Jeremiah UP
West, Marla
Whiteman, Donald UP
Whiteman, Lorraine
C: Jeremiah Weeldreyer
C: Leeann Weeldreyer
C: Kelly Curtis

Sturgis BHSSC Twisters
Benedict, Keith
Bieber, Shana
Chyba, Zachery
Collins, Aaron
Del avellano, Azteca UP
Enninga, Wendy UP
Gleason, Kadence UP
McCauley, Natalia
Quinones, Nathanial UP
Schweigert, Amber UP
Schweigert, Anthony
Smith, Abby UP
Smith, Lynn
Tridle, Trevor
Vaughn, Thomas
Wilen, Janessa UP
C: Mike Bleason
C: Deb Leatherman
C: Sonya Kelii

Softball Skills

Aberdeen Hub City Express
Atwood, Alexander
Kitzman, Ashley
Nieman, Makayla
Rauscher, Whitney
C: Sea Atwood
C: Triston Leidholt

Elk Point-Jefferson
McMahan, Lucas
Walery, Henry
C: Cassandra Schmith

Sioux Falls Fireworks
Jacobs, Bobbi
May, Keith
Siemers, Cody
Szakats, Dallas
C: Greg Carson

Sioux Falls Lancers
DeRouchey, Dominic
C: Bryan Kouri

Sturgis BHSSC
Adam, Larissa
Dickerson, Markell
Dobbs, David
Elfrink, Rex
Foster, Blake
Karpinen, Jeremiah
Kukal, Teggan
Peterson, Lauren
Thompson, Parker
C: Mike Gleason
C: Tina Curnow
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

• Games are 50 min in length or 7 
innings; whichever occurs first. 

• Batters will begin with a 1 
ball/1strike count EXCEPT for Coach 
Pitch 

• Coach Pitch: Tee batters will have 3 
swing rule. Coach Pitch batters will 
have a 5 pitch/3 swing rule. No 1:1 
count in Coach Pitch. 

• UNIFIED HOME RUN rule: Each team 
has a 2 out of the park home run 
limit. After that, all out of the park 
home runs will result in an out and 
no runners can advance. This is a 
combined 2 HR limit (athletes/UPs). 

SOFTBALL DIVISIONS

Slow Pitch M01 
Aberdeen Hub City Express
Sioux Falls  Fireworks PyroBombs
Sioux Falls Lancers Knights
Watertown #1
Yankton Base Invaders

Slow Pitch M02
Mitchell Tigers
Pierre Wildcats A
Sioux Falls Fireworks Poppers
Sioux Falls Lancers Warriors
Spearfish Peaks Traditional

Slow Pitch MO3
Rapid City Storm Blizzard #1
Rapid City Storm Blizzard #2
Sioux Falls  Fireworks Rockets

Coach Pitch M04
Pierre Wildcats B
Sioux Falls Fireworks Explosion
Yankton Enforcers

Coach Pitch M05
Mitchell Kernels
Rapid City Storm Lightning #1
Sioux Falls  Fireworks Wildcats

Coach Pitch M06
Rapid City Flame Silver
Rapid City Storm Lightning #2
Watertown #2

Unified 1
Mitchell Outlaws
Sioux Falls Fireworks Parachutes

Unified 2
Rapid City Flame Black
Rapid City Riptide

Unified 3
Rapid City Flame Gold
Rapid City Flame Orange
Spearfish Peaks Unified
Sturgis BHSSC Twisters



STATE BOWLING TOURNAMENT
Nov 6 – 8, 2026

STATE UNIFIED TOURNAMENT
Nov 14 & 15, 2026

A Note To Volunteers

Volunteers do everything there is to do for 
Special Olympics and more.  You are 
fundraisers, cheerleaders, administrators, 
chauffeurs, chaperones, trainers, coaches, 
policy makers, trash collectors, referees, 
food servers, score keepers and everything 
in-between. 

You serve without salary, without 
recognition, without honors or awards.  
Special Olympics could not do without you - 
your dedication, your work, and your love.

You represent the highest values of the 
human spirit and we are grateful for your 
service!

ATTENTION ATHLETES:

Healthcare providers from Monument Health will
 be on-sight during the Softball Tournament 

providing Blood Pressure checks. 

This is a quick, painless, and important assessment 
that can help you perform at your best.

Saturday:  9:00am – 3:00pm
Sunday:  9:00am – 2:00pm

Thank you, Monument!

Bring a water 
bottle to the 
tournament. 

Free bottled 
water will not be 

available, but 
filling stations 

will be!
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Schedule of Events 2026
September 18 Fall Classic (Bocce) Rapid City

September 19 & 20 Fall Classic (Softball) Rapid City

October 8 NE Area Unified Doubles Brookings

October 9 NE Area Singles Aberdeen

October 9 BH Area Singles Rapid City

October 10 BH Area Unified Doubles Rapid City

October 10 SE Area Singles Sioux Falls

October 11 SE Area Unified Doubles Sioux Falls

November 6-8 Traditional Bowling Aberdeen

November 14 & 15 Unified Bowling Sioux Falls
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Contact Us
800 E. I-90 Lane

Sioux Falls, SD  57104

1.800.585.2114 or 1.605.331.4117

Fax:  1.605.331.4328  www.sosd.org

Board of Directors

David Herbster - Sioux Falls (Chair)

Eric Tillman - Spearfish (Vice Chair)

Brooke Harms - Sioux Falls (Sec)

Steve Schacht - Rapid City (Treas)

Jason Alley - Rapid City

Joe Burmeister - Rapid City

Joe Carlson - Canton

Tasia Dass - Sioux Falls

Nick Davis - Rapid City

Trevor Hayes - Aberdeen

Peggy Heermann - Aberdeen 

Chris Lather - Castlewood

Nancy Lehner - Jefferson

Jill Maliske - Rapid City

Amy Pipke - Rapid City

Duane Popham - Watertown

Paul Schmig - South Shore

Jeff Sheehan - Hayti

David Tanner - Rapid City

Jessica Weitschat - Pierre

Thank you for your service!

STAY INFORMED!

Athletes, Coaches, Family Members, 
and anyone else with an interest in 
Special Olympics South Dakota, 
please sign-up to receive our weekly 
newsletter NEWSWORTHY. This is 
your most efficient way to stay up to 
date on SOSD news, events, and 
information. 

Newsworthy is published every 
Tuesday afternoon via Constant 
Contact.



SOSD Staff
Nick Moen

President/CEO
nmoen@sosd.org

Johna Thum 
VP - Field Services
jthum@sosd.org

Julie Briggs
VP - Outreach

jbriggs@sosd.org

Jason Ferro
Unified Champion Schools 

Director 
jferro@sosd.org

Haley Zerr
Head of Sports & Competition

hzerr@sosd.org

Carrie Gerdeman
Sports Director / BH Area

cgerdeman@sosd.org

Siddharth Mehta
Sports Director / NE Area

smehta@sosd.org

Open
Sports Director / SE Area

Todd Bradwisch
VP - LETR

tbradwisch@sosd.org

Open
LETR Event Manager

Jill Kvanli
Marketing Manager

jkvanli@sosd.org

Lane Riedel
Office Manager

lriedel@sosd.org

John McHale
Sports Assistant 

Nick Mills
Administrative Assistant

nmills@sosd.org
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Without VOLUNTEERS, we would not exist as an 
organization.

They are not paid, they are just generous. We 
ask you to be respectful, and most of all, please 
be kind. 

If you feel an error has been made, seek out 
staff so we can problem solve. 

Remember, there are only four roles during a 
game: spectator, competitor, official and coach. 
Everyone    involved in athletics would be wise 
to choose only one of those roles at a time. 

Saturday 9:00a - 3:00p / Sunday 9:00a - 2:00p



Presented to the Special 
Olympics South Dakota 
athlete who has 
demonstrated the true 
spirit, courage, sharing, 
and joy of Special 
Olympics.

Darryl Nordquist
Sioux Falls

NOMINEES:
• Vaughn & Peggy Heckel, Spearfish

• Kevin & Molly Johnson, Aberdeen

Don Baker Award

This is the highest honor presented by Special Olympics South 
Dakota.  It is given in honor of Don Baker who was a volunteer 
and official starter for Special Olympics events.  

This award is given annually to an individual, organization, 
business, or agency that has given outstanding support to 
Special Olympics South Dakota.   

Volunteers do everything there is to do for 

Special Olympics and more. You are 

fundraisers, cheerleaders, administrators, 

chauffeurs, chaperones, trainers, coaches, 

policymakers, trash collectors, 

referees, food servers, scorekeepers, and

everything in between. You serve without 

salary, without recognition, honors or 

awards. Special Olympics would not exist 

without you - your dedication, your work, or 

your love.

Thank you, volunteers. You represent the 

highest values of the human spirit and we 

are grateful for your service!

Spirit of a Champion Award NOMINEES:
• Jordan Elsperger, Sioux Falls Lancers

• Josh Gilbert, Rapid City Storm

• Emily Groeneveld, Sioux Falls Wolfpack

• Chris Hilla, Sioux Falls Fireworks

• Katelynn James, Brandon Valley Lynx

• Kyle Krebs, Spearfish Peaks

• Emma Person, Aberdeen Golden Eagles

• Issac Sheehan, NESC

• Trevor Tridle, Sturgis-Black Hills Special Services 

Coop

• Troy Wright, Rapid City Storm

Chris Keiser
Sioux Falls

Lancers
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This award is presented to a 
Unified partner, individual, or 
entity that promotes inclusion for 
people with an intellectual 
disability. The nominee should 
actively promote acceptance and 
understanding for all.

Unity AwardLyle Farrand 
Award

Volunteer of the Year

This award is given in honor 
of Lyle Farrand of Sioux 
Falls. In 1968, Farrand was 
instrumental in starting 
Special Olympics South 
Dakota. This award is given 
to an individual who has had 
a positive impact on Special 
Olympics South Dakota.

Dennis Thompson
Mitchell

NOMINEES:
• Andra Kallhoff, Sioux Falls Fireworks

• Toni Sabrowski, Rapid City Flame

DJ Mertens “Champion” Award
This award is given in honor of DJ Mertens who was 
instrumental in establishing and growing SOSD. This 
award is presented to a business, organization, or 
media outlet that has made a major contribution to 
Special Olympics South Dakota.

Tim Hazlett
Sioux Falls Roosevelt

NOMINEES:
• Belle Fourche Schools

• Clayton & Chase Kepler, Rapid City Flame

Black Hills Area

NOMINEES:
• First PREMIER Bank, Watertown

• Knights of Columbus, Mitchell

Family Award
This award is presented to a family who demonstrates 
unique and outstanding support of Special Olympics 
South Dakota.

Jeff & Kerri
Sheehan
Family
Hayti

NOMINEES:
• Nate & Miranda Hilbrands, Brookings

• Dave & Deb Leatherman, Lead

• Justine Pelletier & Family, Spearfish

• Jeremiah & Leeann Weeldreyer, Newell

NOMINEES:
• Becky Egerstrom, Watertown

• Chris Geuke, Spearfish Schools

• Peggy Greiner, Milbank

• Amy Hildebrand, Sioux Falls Fireworks

• Mike Kocer, Sioux Falls Fireworks

• Jamie Reindl, Sioux Falls Lancers

• Kristin Strissel, Rapid City Flame

Ron Stewart Award
Coach of the Year

This award is given in honor of Ron Stewart of 
Rapid City who was a Special Olympics Coach for 
over 25 years. The recipient of this award has 
given their time to encourage Special Olympics 
athletes to achieve their fullest potential.

Abbey Trapp
Milbank
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Jim & Monica 
Burgess

AAA Rapid 
Storage

Clifford & 
LaVonne Grase 

Foundation

Lassegard 
Family

Open Heart 
Methodist 

Church

Steve & Marty 
Kalkman
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